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Attending a sporting fixture, for regular supporters
and occasional visitors alike, represents a real sense
of occasion. Many fans, whatever their sport, have
time-hallowed pre-match rituals, favourite areas of a
stadium, and a liking for sharing the experience with
other individuals, with whom they may have stood
(or increasingly, sat) for many years.

The shelves in bookshops devoted to sport boast an
increasing number of volumes which concentrate on
the venues rather than the players or the matches.
Books spotlighting football stadia, cricket grounds,
racecourses and other arenas, photographed either
from ground level or the air, abound.

Speedway today — and over the 80-plus years since
it was introduced to Great Britain — offers a quite
exceptionally varied range of stadia — a variety
enhanced by the fact that a majority of its venues
were originally designed for other sports.

Philip Dalling has visited speedway venues in England,
Wales, Scotland and Ireland. He has also taken every
opportunity to become acquainted, through
photographs and film, with the delights and the
idiosyncrasies of those arenas which, sadly,
disappeared before he had a chance to explore
them.

This is a highly personal and richly illustrated
exploration of more than 50 highly individual homes
of speedway, including all of the UK’s current tracks
and a selection of iconic venues from the past.
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Philip Dalling is a journalist and author
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His previous volume for Halsgrove,
Speedway: the Classic Era, was pub-
lished in 201 1. Although his published
work concentrates on the first four
decades or so of speedway, from the
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enjoys modern day racing, attending
meetings whenever possible.
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Right: The White City Stadium, photographed by the
late Dick Smart in 1936, showing the main grand-
stand and the covered terrace on the fourth bend.

Left: Liverpool was the home town of double World

Champion Peter Craven and he made some appear-
ances for the Merseyside team before transferring to
Belle Vue and glory.

Start line action from Monmore in 1971 when the spectator facilities, including the stand on
the fourth bend and cover on the back straight, were still intact.

16 CLASSIC SPEEDWAY VENUES

= Many presenters are excellent, and add to the . . . . o L .
I criorment ofhe meeing. Others o, e The Hi-Edge Raceway at Buxton is the highest speedway circuit in Britain, situated at around
i venue s shared with greyhound racing, be confined
| R 1,800 feet on Axe Edge,
& The immense pressure of riding speedway at
the top level, and in some cases in three different

‘countries i a wesk, means that ane once-commen Chaprer Two

after meeting feature, the get-together in the bar

g e iR i o sy HATIDNAL 57TADIA

ol . ~ the Stately Homes of Speedway

ray be g, but it s 11

i presiz e ight ar an afiernoon at the speedway Ie of hours away from
e e for o ' e soutines. A brefand usuallysatisying glimpse of speedway hesven. Long Wernbley The Empire Stadivm Bradford Ddsal Stadium
Heckney & pteg may the axperience continne to be avallable for us ll o enjoy. Cardff Tha Millsnnium Stadium Belle Ve Hyte boad
making s iy U the Glasgow Hempden Park. Londen White Gy Stadium
steps fa he fefesees boe W Moy ¥
10 ake bt pairt i London Crystal alace

an —an acto

affcaldom. (%)
PEEDWAY'S STATELY HOMES, the sports largest and most glamorous venues, have
over the decades comprised anly a very sekect group of stadia,
For ‘s jewel in th

w0 iconic venues which, sadly, no longe exist.
The old Empire Stadium, Wembley, was 8

FHowever stImuating the
e match rituals sy be
the fans are essentially
hereta watch the facing.
A packed grandstand at
Leicester’s fonmer
Blackbird oo bome
wiatches.a 1951 National

Teme to the fashionable, succossful and for

Lesgue Division s )
clash betieen theiccal Tong Esbulously well-supported Wembley Lioas
Hunlers and s

Nctherwell lohniny National League Division Cne speedveay team,

Itwasalso the veme an 24 occasions for the
World Championship Final,in the days before
the creation of the Grand Prix system, and the
setting for innumerable test matches and
‘national and intemational championships snd
toumaments.

Belle Vue's Hysde Road Stadium may have been smaller and less grandiose than
Wembley, but it more than held its own with its southern rival when it came to history,  Speedway Champioeship,

b " racing. Largely fnotenirely, built ooty oiroond gt
foe speedway, with no greybound track hespectitors e
and the action, Hyde Road loits of th
famons snd long-Bved team

Wembley was metropolitan and sophisticated, with & royal box (and accasionlly
even 2 rayal visitor to 3 speediay meeting), 3 swish restaurast, and a reputation foe

Carpanter leas from
team mate Harwood
Pite, and Eagfes Sab
Lindagy ine Jou Cromther
linwehite]. (10)

: o, K)
ddsmost

fromyrm———————— :
et ol e, T ekt 1 snsisting on the hghest possble standards.

Belle b d of the werld, notjust of thy
“Tha fanswhe, d tarraces for

s s later the gandstan s aka Tl . Ry House,
‘and are-born Leicester are the weitors. {18)

Example of a double-page spread.



